VI. Six Tips for
Fuel-Efficient Driving

1.  Combine Short Trips

The worst mileage performance is registered on trips of
10 miles or less in a car that hasn't been driven for several
hours. Plan your day's driving assignments.

2.  Accelerate Smoothly

Avoid jackrabbit starts but get to cruising speed as soon
as traffic conditions allow. More gas is used in accelerat-
ing than cruising. Once you reach cruising speed, main-
tain a light foot on the accelerator.

3.  Watch Your Speed

Maintain your car's most efficient speed as closely as law
and safety allow. The optimum cruising speed for most
cars is between 40 and 50 miles per hour.

4.  Keep Your Distance

Tailgating, causing repeated acceleration and braking,
wastes gas. Leave room to react between you and the cars
around you. Anticipate traffic flow, red lights and stop
signs.

5.  Mimimize Road Resistance

Keep tires inflated to the maximum pressure indicated on
the sidewalls. Underinflated tires can reduce mileage by
one mile per gallon or more and cause tread to wear
faster. Close windows at highway speeds and use the in-
ternal vents for air circulation.

6.  Keep Your Vehicle in Tune

Two fouled plugs can cost 20 percent of your gas con-
sumption. Always follow the manufacturer's recommended
service schedule. Remember, check the battery, fuel, oil,
radiator and transmission fluid levels regularly and keep
a record of mileage performance.
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